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Indian Standard 

TERMINOLOGY FOR 
SPICES AND CONDIMENTS 

( Second Revision ) 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard (Second Revision) was adopted by the Indian 
Standards Institution on 31 December 1985, after the draft finalized by 
Spices and Condiments Sectional Committee had been approved by the 
Agricultural and Food Products Division Council. 

0.2 The Spices and Condiments Subcommittee, SC 7, of the Agricultural 
Food Products Technical Committee, TC 34, of the International Organiza- 
tion for Standardization (ISO) has defined 'spices and condiments' as 
follows: 

'Such natural vegetable products, or mixtures thereof, without any 
extraneous matter as are used for flavouring, seasoning and imparting 
aroma to foods; the term applies to the product either in the whole form 
or in the ground form.' 

Along with this definition it was also felt desirable by ISO/TC 34/SC 7 
that a list of terms should be compiled which should be classified as spices 
and condiments. Accordingly, on the basis of the earlier version of this 
standard, ISO brought out a comprehensive Recommendation (ISO/R 
676-1982 Nomenclature, First list). These international standards have 
been studied by the Botanical Survey of India for sorting out those terms of 
which the corresponding plants are Known to be grown in this country. This 
standard lists those spices and condiments and gives their botanical names, 
part of the plant used and English and Hindi common names. It is hoped 
that the adoption of this standard would help in setling national and 
international disputes. 

0.2.1 One of the generally accepted definitions of condiments is 'prepared 
spices using vinegar and other similar materials'. 

0.3 This standard was first issued in 1961 and subsequently revised in 1973. 
This revision is being issued with a view to bringing the standard up-to-date 
in the light of international recommendations as applicable to India. 
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0.4 In the formulation of this standard, considerable assistance has been 
derived from the Botanical Survey of India and the Indian Agricultural 
Research Institute. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard prescribes the list of botanical names of the plants classi- 
fied under spices and condiments. This standard also gives the part of the 
plant used and the common English and Hindi names of spices and 
condiments known and grown in the country. 

2. TERMINOLOGY 

2.1 The list of spices and condiments together with their botanical names, 
common English and Hindi names and the name of the part of the plant 
used as the spice or condiment is given in Table 1. 





TABI^E 1 LIST 


OF SPICES AND CONDIMENTS 




Sl 
No. 


Botanical Name 


Part Used 


English Common ] 
Name 


HiNDi Common 

Name 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


0) 


(5) 


1. 


Acorus calamus Linn. 


Rhizome 


Sweet-flag 


Bach 


2. 


Allium cepa Linn. 


Bulb 


Onion 


Piyaj 


3. 


Allium sativum Linn. 


Bulb 


Garlic 


Lasan 


4. 


Alpinia galanga ( Linn. ) 
Willd. 


Rbizome 


Greater Calanga 


Barakulinjan 


5. 


Amomumsubulatum Roxb. 


Fruit and seed 


Greater Indian car- 
damom, Sikkim 
cardamom, Nepal 
cardamom or Car- 
damom ammo- 


Bari-elaichi 



6. Anethum graveolens Linn. 
7^ Apium graveolens Linn. 
8 . A rmoracia rusticana Gaertn . 



Fruit and leaf Dill seed 
Fruit Celery seed 

Root Horse-radish 



Ajmud 



( Continued^ 
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TABLE 1 LIST OF SPICES AND CONDIMENTS — 


Contd 


Sl 

No. 


Botanical Name 


Part Used 


English Common 

Name 


Hindi Common 

Name 


m 


' (2) 


m 


m 


(^> 


9. 


Brassica juncea ( Linn. ) 
Czeraajev & Cosson 


Seed 


Indian mustard 


Raai 


10. 


Brassica nigra ( Linn. ) 
Koch 


Seed 


Black mustard 


Aslrai,Tara- 
mira 


11. 


Capparis spinosa Linn. 


Unopened 
flower bud 


Caper 


Kabra 


.12. 


Capsicum frutescens Linn. 


Fruit 


Bird eye Chillies 
or Capsicum 


Lal-mirch 




Capsicum annuum Linn. 


Fruit 


Chillies, Paprika, 
etc. 




13. 


Carum bulbocastanum 


Fruit 


Black Caraway 


Siahjira 


14 


Carum carvf Linn, 


Fruit 


Caraway seed 


Siahjira 


15. 


Cinndmomum aroinaticum 
C.G. Nees 


Bark 


Cassia China or 
Cassia 


— 


16. 


Cimamomwn hurmannii 
C.G. Nees ex Blume 


Bark 


Batavia cassia or 
Javacassia or Cas- 
sia Vera or Pad- 
ang cinnamon 


_™ 


17. 


Cinnamomum tamala 
( Bnch Ham ) Nees & 
Ebermaier 


Bark and leaf 


Cassia, Indian 


Tejpat 


is: 


Cirmamomum zeyhnicum 
Blume 


Bark 


Cinnamon 


Dalchini 


19. 


Conandrum sativum Linn. 


Leaf and seed 


Coriander 


Dhanya 
Dhania 


20. 


Crocus sativus Linn. 


Stigma 


Saffron 


Kesar, 
Zafran 


21. 


Cundnum cyminum Lum. 


Fruit 


Cumin seed 


Jira, Zira 


22. 


Curcuma longa Linn. 


Rhizome 


Turmeric 


Haldj 
{Continued) 
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TABLE 1 LIST OF SPICES AND CONDIMENTS — 


Contd 


Sl 
No. 


Botanical Name 


Part Used 


English Common 
Name 


Hindi Common 

'Name 


a) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


23. 


Eienaria cardamomum 
(Linn.) Maton 


Fruit and 
seed 


Cardamom 


Chotielaichi 


24. 


Ei4genia caryophoUus 
( C. Sprengel ) Bullock 
et Harrison [ Synonym 
Syzygium awmaticum 
(L.) Merril et Perry] 


Unopened 
flower bud 


Cloves 


Laung 


25. 


Ferula ailiacea Boiss {Sy- 
nonym Ferula rukricauUs 
Boiss] 


Oleogum re- 
sin from rhi- 
zome and 
thickened 
root 


Asafoetida(HING) 


Hing, Hingra 


26. 


Ferula foetida Regel 


Oleogum resin 
from rhi- 
zome and 
thickened 
root 


Hingra 


Hingra 


27. 


Foeniculum vulgare^ 
P. Miller 


Fruit 


Fennel 


Bari-Saunf; 
Saunf 


28. 


Garcinia cambogia 
(Gaertner) Desrousseaux 


Pericarp-lobes 


Cambodge 


Aradal 


29, 


Garcinia indica Choisy 


Peel of fruit 
(cured) 


Kokum 


Kokam 


30, 


Hyssopus officinalis Linn. 


Leaf 


Hyssop 


Zujah-Yabir 


31. 


Junipems communis Linn. 


Berry 


Juniper berry 


Aaraar 


32. 


Lauras nohilis Linn. 


Leaf 


Bay or laurel leaves 


Indian Bazar 
Hab-et^Ohar 



33. Levisticum officinale Ysych Fruit and root Lovage 

34. Majorana hortensis Moe- Leaf and flo- Sweet marjoram 

nch Syn. Origanum Maj- wering top 
orana Linn. 



Mureoa 



( Continued ) 
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TABLE 1 LIST OF 


SPICES AND 


GOKDIMENTS — i 


Contd 


Sl 


BoTANieAL Name 


Part Used 


English Common 


HnsfDi Common 


No. 


■'- ■ . . 




Name 


Name 


(1) 


m 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


35. 


Mangifera indica Liim. 


Unripe fruit 


Mango slices or 
powder 


Am, Amb 


36. 


Mentha arvensis Linn. 


Leaf 


Japanese peppermint 


Podina 


37. 


Mentha longifolia ( Linn. ) 
Hudson 


Leaf 


Mint 


Pudina 


38. 


Mentha niperita Linn. 


Leaf 


Peppermint 


— 


39. 


Murraya koenigii ( Linn. ) 
C. Sprengel 


Leaf 


Curry leaves 


Curry patta 


40. 


Myristica fmgmns 
Houttuyn 


Arillus 


Mace 


Javitri 


41. 


Myristica fragrans 
Houttuyn 


Kernel 


Nutmeg 


Jaiphal 


42. 


Nigella sativa Linn. 


Fruit 


Cumin, black 


Kalonji, Kala 
Jira 


43. 


Ocimum basillcum Linn. 


Leaf 


Sweet basil 


Baluitulsi 


44. 


Origanum yulgare Linn. 


Leaf and flo- 
wering top 


Marjoram 


Sathra 


45. 


Papaver somniferum Linn. 


Seed 


Poppy seed 


Khus-klius 


46. 


Petroselinum crispum (P. 
Sativum) (P. Miller) 
Hyman ex A,W. Hill 


Seed 


Parsley 


— 



47. Pimenta dioica ( Linn. ) 
Merrill 

4S. Pimpjnella anisum Linn. 

49. Piper nigrum Linn. 

50- Punica granatum Linn. 



Fruit and leaf Pimento or allspice 



Fruit 
Berry 



Aniseed 



Saunf 



Black pepper, White Kali-mirch 
pepper 



Seed ( dried Pomegranate 
with flesh) 



Anar dana 
( Continued) 
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TABLE 1 LIST OF SPICES AND CONDIMENTS - 


Contd 


Sl 

No. 


Botanical Name 


Part Used 


English Common 
Name 


Hindi Common 

Name 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


51. 


Rosmarinus officinalis 
Linn. 


Leaf 


Rosemary 


Rusmari 


52, 


Salvia officinalis Linn. 


Leaf 


Sage 


Salbia seya- 

kuss 


53, 


Satureia* hortensis Linn. 


Stem, Leaf and 
flowering top 


Savory 


— 


54. 


Sinapis alba Linn. Boissier 


Seed 


White ^HrOstard, 
Yellow mustard 


— - 


55. 


Tamarindus indica Linn. 


Fruit 


Tamarind 


Imli, Amli 


56, 


Thymus serpyllum Linn. 


Leaf and flo- 
wering top 


Wild thyme 


— 


57. 


Thymus vulgaris Linn. 


Leaf and flo- 
wering top 


Thyme 


— 


58. 


Trachyspemum ammi 
(LinnOSpragueexTurrill 


Fruit 


Bishops weed or 

Ajowan 


Ajowan 


59, 


Trigonelia foemmgraecum 
Linn. 


Seed 


Fenugreelc 


Methi 



60. Vanilla fragrans (Salis- 

bury) Ames [Synonym 
Vanilla planifolia 

Andrews ] 

61 . Vanillapompona Schneiden 
62* Vanilla tahitensis Moore 
63. Zingiber officinale Roscoe 

* Sometimes spelled Satureja, 



Pod 



Vanilla 



Pod 


Vanilla 


Pod 


Tahiti Vanilla 


Rhizome 


Dried Ginger 



South 



m\ 
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